This book was published in 2004 to commemorate the 75th anniversary of Fleming\'s discovery of penicillin. It is subtitled "Alexander Fleming and the Antibiotic Revolution". Kevin Brown, the Trust Archivist and Alexander Fleming Laboratory Museum Curator at St Mary\'s NHS Trust, Paddington, is the author. Naturally Fleming takes centre stage. Most of the book is given over to Fleming\'s career before and after the discovery of the bactericidal powers of the penicillium mould. Seven and five pages respectively are required to list all his publications and honours.

The work in Oxford is not neglected but is condensed to occupy about 20 pages. However the author gives a good account of the difficulties Florey and Heatley encountered in the USA when trying to interest pharmaceutical companies in the manufacture of penicillin. He also deals very well with the different attitudes in the UK and the USA to patenting.

The penultimate chapter summarises the development of subsequent antibiotics and how they have become less and less useful. "The hope is that alternative approaches to the fight against infection, such as the development of vaccines and gene therapy, will prove useful".

This book is essentially a book of reference and should be in every Medical Library as should "The Mould in Dr Florey\'s Coat" which is a "good read" and would be a useful addition to the library of any one interested in Medical History.

I wish to thank Dr Mercy Heatley for her cooperation and help in producing this review, Professor Richard Clarke for details of the Belfast career of Dr VD Allison and Mrs Margaret Copeland for her constructive criticism and editorial skill.
